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" ™ 
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST,G en. AT NEW- 


DURHAM, N. H. 1780. 


(Continued ) | 

IN the year 1798, on the 16th and 17th of 
August, a quarterly meeting was holden at New- | 
Durham, in which they received refreshing ‘re- ay 
ports from all the churches : or, as they “then : 
termed it, all parts of the church. ‘The work of 
tthe Lord was very glorious in New-Durham, 
“Gilmanton, Pittsfield, Canterbusy, Wolfborough, 
Middleton, (n.H.) and Lebanon, (Me.) It. is: 
stated in the minutes, that there were present 
at that meeting, about two hundred young con- 
verts, who had been brought to’ the know ledge | 
of the truth, within the term of two months. It 
would look like superfluity, to say, that they had 4 
a gaod meeting, when so many of Christ’s 
faithful laborers had gone furth weeping, bearing 











precious seed ; and “had come again rejoicing, : oe 
bringing their sheaves with them. i 

On that day was fulfilled the saying of the proph- a 
et, they joy before thee according oto y of > SGA. \ 
harvest, and as men rejoice when they ive the | af 
spoil. Isaiah ix, 3. Love ran from heagé to hee | 







the power of God was displayed | 
derful manner through the, whole , 
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first day they attended to business, the second 
day to worshipand ‘communion of bread, wine, 
@nird day,athey entered upon the 

‘Of Aaron Buzzcll, (who then lived 

at +H.) he being a candidate fop 

nd after giving a relation of his 
conviction conversion, and call to public im- 
provement, and the extraordinary impressions 
which he had felt on his mind to go forth and 
preach the gospel of Christ, and cal poor sinners 
to repentance, (which was done to the satisfaction 
of all the brethren present) he made a public 
offering of himself to the glorious work, and 
declared that he was willing to spend and be spent 
in the cause of God, and that he had resigned 
himself, his wife, and his children, and all that he” 
had, to be at God’s disposal. And about the® 
time he uttered these sayings, a mapsecnger came 
in with the news of the death of his wife! None 
but he, who knows the hearts and feelings of 
all his creatures, could tell what a shock, this 
sudden, unexpected, and melancholy news gave 
the meeting’ for amoment. But, there never was 
aman who seemed to be better prepared to receive 
heavy tidings than he was then. His heart being 
filled with the love of Christ, and he had just 
dedicated his att to God, and had not the least 
reason to murmur. ‘The oat had only taken a 
art of yt he had so solemnly resigned, though 
had taken the wife of his youth, the desire ‘of 
his eyes, the partner of his joys and afilictions. 
She was % is woman, a loving wife, a tender 
mother, a neighbor, and much engaged in 
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religion, especially the last year of her life. She 
died suddenly that morning, as she was going to 
the meeting. She was seen to slip off her horse 
on her feet, and gathering herself together ; but be- 


fore any person could get to her, shé “was dead! 


The spirit was gone, the soul had departed to its 
rest, and left the cage of smortality to sleep in the 
grave, till the morning of the resurrection. Her 
partner bore the loss with that firmness, patience 
and resignation, which become a christian and a 
minister of Christ. ‘he ordination was however 
postponed until the next quarterly mecting, and 
the solemnities of the funeral were attended to. 
Their next quarterly meeting was holden at New- 
Durham, on the 17th and 18th of October follow- 
Ing ; the ordination was then performed in that 
meeting. A sermon was delivered on the occa- 


sion, by J. Buzzell, from Luke xiv. 16. “‘ A cer- . 


tain man madea great supper, and bade many, and 
sent forth his servant at supper time, to say to thein 
that were bidden, Come, for all things are now 
ready.”? Great solemnity appeared through the 
whole exercise, and the candidate appeared to feel 
the importance of his mission. I believe we may 
say, (without vanity) that God has ever owned and 
blessed him in the work. His labors in the gos- 
pe? heve been profitable in Gilmanton, Alton, 
Middicton, Loucitn, Pittsfield, and many other 
places in be, state of New-Hampshire. Many 
souls have been persuaded to come to the gospel 
“supp er, by his ins strumentality ; he is now living 
In the town of 


rafford, county of Orange, state 
of Vermon ind his labors have’ been greatly 
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blessed in that part of the country. He has sev- 
eral times been nigh unto death for the work’s 

sake; but the Lord has raised him up, time after 
time, and he is yet engaged in the work. God 
grant that his last days may be his best. 

About this time a very profitable brother, by 
the name of Joseph Hutchinson was ordained ; 
but I have not the minutes of his ordination, and 
eannot give the exact time: but I know that he 
was a very humble, loving, faithful servant of 
Christ, and a succorer of many and of myself 
also, anv was in Christ before me. The latter part 
of his days he lived in the town of Hebron, (Me.) 
He died triumphantly, and is now, doubtless, reap- 
ing the fruits of his faithful labors.“ Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth, 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works do follow them.” Rev. 
xiv. 13. 

November 5d, 1798, they assembled at Gor- 
ham for yearly meeting, and had an agreeable in- 
terview ; many people attended, and behaved with 
decency, and the brethren brought a good report 
from all quarters. The meeting continued three 
cays. The first day they attended to business ; 
the second day to worship ; the third day they 
attended to the ordination of Ephraim Stinchfield, 
of New-Gloucester, (Me.) who, after giving a 
brief relation of his experience and call to the 
york of the ministry, delivered a very weighty 
and affecting discourse, from Isaiah hii. 5. The 
people heard with candor, and one sinner was so 
pricked in the heart that he cried to God for mer- 
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cy, and hopefully obtained it before the exercise 
‘closed, which caused great joy in the meeting. 
Stinchfield has spent the greater part of his time 
in preaching from place te place ; and his labors 
have been greatly blest to the conviction and con- 
version of many souls. He has also baptized a 
very large number, in different parts of the coun- 
try. His family still reside at New-Gioucester, 
and he continues to travel. 

In 1799, ali their stated general meetings were 

carefully attended, and it seemed to be like the 
time spoken of by the révelator, when the seals 
began to be opened. Rev. vi. 1, 2. ‘* And I saw 
when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I 
heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the 
four beasts saying, Come and see. And I saw, 
and behold, a white horse : and he that sat on him 
had a bow ; anda crown was given unto him, and 
he went forth conquering, and to conquer.”? 

The gospel of Christ, at that time, was preach- 
ed in its purity, and the power of God was dis- 
played in a marvellous manner. King Jesus rode 
prosperously, because of truth, meekness and 
righteousness, His ministers in his hand, like the 
bow in the hand of an archer, appeared to be ac- 
tuated wholly by him, and each of them feeling 
constrained by the love of Christ, like a necessi- 
tating string to the dow. Truth, like a barbed ar- 
row, “accompanied with meekness and righteous- 
ness, was pointed and directed at the very hearts 
of his enemies, whereby mapy of the people fell 
under him, and were subjugated to his righteous 

government. 
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At the yearly meeting, which was holden at 
Parsonsfield, February 2d, they had a very solemn 
and powerlul meeting. On the the second day 
of the meeting, which was the Sabbath, Elder 
Benjamin Randel delivered a very solemn, power- 
ful, and pithy sermon, from Solomon’s Songs, viil. 
5. ‘* Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
ness leauing upon her beloved? I raised thee up 


under the apple-tree; there thy mother brought. 


thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bear 
thee.” ‘This discourse was profitable to many 
souls. Saints were edified, and sinners were 
alarmed, and the power of God was displayed 
in their conviction and conversion. Five souls 
professed to receive light and comfort that even- 
ing. A little before this I attended a meeting in 
company with Henry Hobbs, at a place called 
Seven-miles Brook, (Me.); and twelve souls pro- 
fessed experimental religjon, for the first time, in 
that place, while we tarried. The work spread 
afterwards into several otber places, so that in the 
course of about three months, it was stated in their 
minutes, that fifty sou's experienced the same 
blessing, within the boundaries of what was called 
the Farmington quarterly meeting. 

At the yearly meeting, which was holden at 
New-Durham, June 8th, the same year—as soon 
as they were assembled, the power of God over- 
shadowed the meeting in sucha manner, that the 
saints were instantly praising and cxalting the name 
of Jesus. Sinners were crying for mercy, while 
the witnesses were exhorting them to belicve and 
be saved. This exercise continued until towards 
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it Ff the evening. At the close they organized for bu- 
" § siness in the usual manner, and adjourned until 
Y f the second day of the week. ‘The Sabbath day 
T i} was spent in preaching, praying, praising and ex- 
horting. A number of souls were hopefully con- 
verted in the course of the day. On the next day 
they met according to adjournment, read letters 


> Ff -and heard verbal reports from the east, west, north, 
© 7 and south, giving information of very great revi- 
'y ovals of religion in almost every direction, and of 
’ f large numbers baptized. Business then closed, 
) and a meeting for worship began; the people 


being numerous, they assembled in a convenient 
» ff piace ona green, and sat down on the grass, and a 
table was set for communion. A sermon was then 
delivered by Daniel Bachelder, of Corinth, ( Ver.) 
from Songs ii. 6. ‘* Who is this that com- 
eth up from the wilderness, like pillars of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all 
the powders of the merchant ?”? And there was 
such a marvellous out-pouring of the Spirit of 
God among the people, that there was no oppor- 
tunity for any outward communion. Thirteen 
persons professed to experience a change of heart 
in the time of exercise. At this yearly mecting 
they agreed to establish a quarterly mecting, in- 
cluding all the members on the west of Merrimac 
river, by the name of Unity quarterly meeting : 
but on account of those extravagunces, and want 
of government, mentioned in my fifth Number, 
page 169, they were dissolved ; and the churches 
and scattered members, who remain in fellowship 
with this people, belong now, to what is called the 
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New-Durham quarterly meeting. On the last m4 
day of the meeting brother D. Bachelder related [J 
his experience and call to the ministry, and anum. §j!'s 
ber of Eiders were appointed to attend his ordin. § 
ation at Corinth, (Ver.) on the first Thursday in 
July following, which I suppose was accordingly 
performed. | 
On the 18th day of the ensuing October, at the 
close of a quarterly meeting holden at New-Dur- 
ham, the following members were ordained, viz. 
Micajah Otis, of B:rrington, doctor James Jack- Jj © 
son of Eaton, Simon Pottle of Middleton, and fj at! 
Joseph Boody of New-Durham, (n..) (teaching JY 
Elders) and Daniel Shackley of Berwick, (Me.) J" 


to the othce of deacon. Ottis is yet living in Bar- Jj 5° 
rington, and remains steadfast in the faith, and [J 5° 
walking in Christ, as he received him. He has as 
ever been a useful brother, and profitable in the J 
ministry ; his labors have been frequently blessed, th 
to the conviction and conversion of souls; his if 
heart and hand have appeared to go together in the S) 
work of the Lord. His public gift appears to be h 
that of exhortation, and in that gift he preaches fa 
many things to the people. He also has another 2 


gift, which appears to be equally as profitable M 
as that, i. e. a gift of practising himself whats ® 
he preaches to others, and in this way, he brings i 
up the bottom of his life to the top of his light. 
Ministers should always let their light so shine : 
before men, that they may sve their “ good works.” ) 

Portle had a very pretty gilt of coumunication : 
in his public improvement, and a great flow of : 
good words in the pulpit, by which, the hearts of 
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many good people were comforted : but his works 
were such in private, that it destroyed the force of 
his public testimony, and grieved the souls of 
thousands of his brethren and acquaintance. 
When ministers preach good words on the Sab- 
bath, and practise bid works in the the week time, 
they are instruments of hardening, at least, six 
times as many hearts as they soften. And, altho’ 
such ministers may gloss over their conduct for a 
while, and keep in the fellowship of the church, by 
confessing ; yet, in process of time, their. abomin- 
ations wil be made manifest to all men, and fig- 
uratively speaking, they will fall out of the pulpit 
into the broad aisle. Pottle fourished for a sea- 
son, and was firm in the belief of what * called by 
some, FINAL PERSEVERANGE, 1.€. that all such 
as have experienced a change of heart, shall at 
last be saved, let them do as they wili—‘‘ That 
they may fall foully, but shall not fall finally.” 
If a man has obtained faith in Chrtist, I should 
give it as my opinion, that it is much the best for 
him to do as the scripture says, viz. to add to his 
faith virtue, and to virtue-#nowledge, and to knowl- 
edge temperance, and to temperance patience, and 
to patience godliness, and to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity. And 
if he does these things, then he shall ever fall. 
For so an entrance shall be ministered unto him 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh 
these things, is blind, and cannot see far off. “‘ A 
blind man can talk, better than he can walk.’ He 


talks of seeing and going, and draws an idga of 
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the place to which he intends to go, and of the 
way which leads to it: but when he sets off with- 
out a guide, the first he knows, he falls into the 
ditch. A conceit of independence, or a notion 
that the christian has a stock in himself, or, that he 
has got a spark which he cannot lose, has proved 
the downfall of aemultitude of preachers and other 
professors. Pottle fell into sin a number of times, 
for which he was labored with by his brethren, in 
a kind and faithful manner, and they received his 
confessions ; but at last his conduct became so 1m. 
moral and ridiculous, that they were constrained 
through love to the cause of God and precious 
souls, to ee him from their fellowship, and pub. 
licly note “him as a disorderly walker. He then 
lived in Merideth, but where he is now, I cannot 
tell. Jackson continues steadfast in the faith, and 
is a useful brother ; and aithough he has passed 
through many triais, he ts still, I believe, pressing 
toward the mark for the prize. He still resides in 
Eaton, and has often had the unspeakable happi- 
ness of seeing his labors blessed, and revival after 
revival of religion in the place where he lives, and 
has a large company of brethren, over whom the 
Holy Ghost hath made him overseer. Boody ap- 
peared to be much engaged in the cause of God ; 
travelled a considerable part of his time, and was 
useful in the work of the ministry, and doubtless, 
instrumental of the conviction and conversion of 
many souls ; but he has since changed his religious 
sentiments, and on that agcount has withdrawn 
himself from the community, and at present is not 
considered under their care, Deacon Shackley is 
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a man that Iam not personally acquainted with, 
but I have never heard any thing against his 
character. 

On the twenty-first day of the ensuing Novem- 


ber, John Blasdel and Gershom Lord, both of the 


town of Lebanon, (Me.) were ordained teaching 
Elders. Elder Benjamin Randel preached a ser- 
mon on the occasion, from Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
The minutes say, that ‘* the glory of the ‘Lord 
was manifested,’? in the time of the exercise. 
Those ordained ministers, who have families, 
have a settlement in some particular town, where 
they and their families reside ; but consider them- 
selves at liberty to go forth into any place, and 
every place, where they believe God ealls them to 
preach his word, ongadminister gospel ordinances, 
without being bounded by parish lines. Some 
travel more, and some less ; some travel almost all 
their time ; others travel but a little, but tarry by 
the stuff, stay at home with the brethren, and feed 
the flock, and iry to keep good order in the church- 
es, while those that travel are planting more. 
I.very man _ has his proper gift of God, one after 
this manner, and another after that. Let every 
man ubide in the calling wherein he is called. If 
a man is called of God to evangelize, or to travel 
and preach, he will seldom be profitable very long 
in a place, because his mind is to travel; but if 
a man be called to the pastoral work, he will never 
profit much by travelling, because his mind is at 
home. So that I conclude, if the will of God be 
So, it is always bestfor a man’s body to be where 
his mindis. ‘To ruma race, a man ought to be 
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stripped, and an order that a minister may be 
profitable when he is about to set out on a_jour- 
ney, he ought to be able to say to all his tempo- 
ral concerns, as Abraham said to his servants, 
** Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and come to you a- 
gain.”? Gen. xxii. 5. 

Blasdel has travelled some abroad, but has been 
mostly engaged in the pastoral work, and has ever 
appeared to live in the life and power of religion. 
His general theme is, the love of God in our re- 
demption, and of the way of life and salvation, 
the necessity of repentance to sinners, and the im- 
portance of faith and holiness to professors. He 
has cver appeared to be~more concerned for the 
nature, than the name, and @pore for the power, 
than the form. The Zion BGoa in that place, 
has never as yet, been affected with dry breasts, 
nora barren womb. She has been annually trav- 
ailing and bringing forth her children. And some 
of the most respectable people in that town; have 
been nursing fathers and nursing mothers, and 
the last I heard from them, religion was in a 
flourishing state. 

Gershom Lord, appeared to be a Serious young 
man, and had an extraordinary gift of speaking, 
and was much admired by many—but a difficulty 
arose between him and the clergyman of the place, 
concerning either cutting or working some timber, 
and the case finally went against him. I think I 
heard that he left the place on that account. Where 
he is now, I am’ not able to say. It is best for 
every man to keep within his own lot, and then 
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‘He law will not take hold of him. The number 
of churches embodicd in the course of 1 799. was 


only two, viz. one in Gilmanton, which is now © 


eallcec} the second church in Gilmanton, and one 
in Berwick and Kittery. In the year 1800, 
there was a large church embodied in New-Hamp- 
ton, and another in New-Castle, one in Thornton, 
and one in Bridgewater. A large church was re- 
ceived into. fellowship, in the upper part of Gil- 
manton, now called the third church in Gilman- 
ton, also one in Merideth, (nN. ) one in Bradford, 
and one in Hardwick, (Ver.) then ail these be- 
longed to what was called the New-Durham quar- 
terly meeting. 

This was saxl tobe like the time foretold by 
the prophet, Amos, ix. 18. ‘* Behold the days 
come, saith the Lord; that the plowman shall 
overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth seed ; and the’mountains shall drop 
sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.””>. When 
the plowman overtakes the reaper, and the tread- 
er of grapes him that soweth seed—it is 
seed time and harvest the year round, i.e. the 
people are all the time sowing, and all the time 
reaping. It was just so in the year 1800, among 
this people. ‘whe reformation preachers were 
constantly going forth and weeping, bearing pre- 
cious seed, preaching repentance to sinners, bear- 
ing an open testimony against their abominable 
conduct, and the abominable doctrines of mien, 
under which they were sheltering them- 
selves, or in other words, by which they 
were gpdeavoring to excuse themselves for 
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living in open sin, and neglect of the great 
saivation, viz. Calvinism, universalism, deism, 
&ce. When these old skeleton doctrines were 
dissected by those flaming preachers, and the old 
bones were thrown out, the advocates of these 
doctrines called them clubs, and said, the preach- 
ers were clubbing them ; when in fact they were 
only endeavoring to show them the unreasonable- 
ness, unprofitableness, and deception of those doc- 
trines, and lead them to see the reasonableness, 
profitableness and reality of that doctrine which 
is Contained in the New Testament, which tells 
men that Christ is the ‘ true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.’? ‘That, 
‘* God now commandeth all men, every where to 
repent ;”? and that tells them, ‘‘except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ;” 
and that, ‘* without faith it is impossible to please 
God ;’’ and, ‘* without holiness, no man shall see 
the Lord.”’ 

It is impossible for a man to preach the truth, 
without displeasing those who live inerrer. When 
a man makes a righteousness of his tenets, which 
I fear is too often the case, if you shew him that 
they are unscriptural and unreasonable, or unprof- 
itable, his language is, ‘‘ Ye have taken away my 
gods, and what have I more?” ‘‘ If I was to give 
up this tenet, or principle, I should give up all re- 
ligion !’? Or, ‘* if that doctrine is not true, I should 
despair of ever being saved!’? Whereas, every 
person who is saved, is saved by the grace of God 
in him, and not by external things, or things 
which we get by rote, or acquire by habit and 
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tradition, as all those doctrines may be learned. 
For some of the most wicked wretches in the 
world believe these doctrines, as well as those who 


profess religion ; which plainly shows, that there. 


is nothing saving inthem. The strength of a city 
is the men, provisions, arms, and ammunition 
within it. And that which saves and strengthens 
the soul, is Christ in him the hope of glory—and 
not aset of old principles metamorphosed over 


and over again, as the fair sex do their bonnets, . 


until you cannot see two in the congregation that 
look alike. Yet they are all donnets, and they 
conclude that they are all in the fashion ! It is just 
so with these doctrines, their advocates in their 
opinions differ like their faces. ‘They all think at 
least a little different from each other, id it is diffi- 
cult to find two who profess to be of the same 


persuasion, who think exactly alike ; yet if. they. 


only hold the mame, they are all orthodox. 

The truth is, when men go to building babels, 
their language is always confounded. On the 
whole, I believe it is best for every man to keep 
pretty low, and try to learn of Jesus. 

But to return to my narrative. While this glo- 
rious work was going on, some sowing while oth- 
ers were reaping, 1.e. while some were preaching 
repentance and faith to sinners, others Were ex- 
amining and baptizing believers, and embodying 
churches—‘‘the mountains,” truly, ‘* dropped 
sweet wine.’”? They had glorious refreshings 
from the presence of the Lord. Many of the hills 
melted, and were made low, i.e. many of those 


churches that thought themselves as much aboye 
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this despised people, as the hills are above the 
lowest vallies, melted and flowed down at the 
presence of the Lord, and were willing to consid- 
er themselves upon a level withthem. The same 
year, viz. on the 8th of Sept. 1799, I attended a 
meeting of worship inthe town of Marshfield, coun- 
ty of Plymouth, (Mass.) baptized nine persons, 
and after returning from the water to the house of 
Nathan Thomas, where the meeting for worship 
was held, we went into a convenient room, and 
those nine persons, who were then baptized, with 
several others (who came out from the Calvinistic 
baptist church) joined hands,promising to watch 
over each other, and to take the scriptures of truth 
for their rule of faith and practice. We kneeled 
down and prayed. I then gave them the Right 
Hand of Fellowship, as a church of Christ, in 
fellowship with the, Community in general. A 
table was then set in the middle of the room, and 
furnished with the necessary elements for com- 
munion. The Lord’s Supper was then adminis- 
tered, and it was truly a heart-melting season. 
Just as this solemn and joyful scene closed, 
aman who lived in that town by the name of 
capt. Luke Hall, who had before professed dcism, ' 
was brought to a public acknowledgment of the 
error of his ways, and praised God for redeeming 
love, and was baptized the next day. When last 
I heard of him, he wasa humble follower of Christ, 
and I hope will continue so. 

J trust I shall ever remember, with the deepest 
sratitude, the kind treatment that I received in 
Marshfield, from those who were my friends ; 
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and hope I shall ever have a heart and disposition 
to pray for those who were mine enemies, and 
opposed me in the time of this glorious work, as 
I think it is likely that they had the worst of it. 
I often think that there is yet a blessing in store for 
| Marshfield. 
| With respect to their general meetings, » they 
were still carefully attended, 1. e. their monthly, 
quarterly, and yearly meetings, and were attended 
with a blessing throughout that whole year. ‘The 
reformation extended into almost every part of the 
connexion, and there was some addition to almost 
every church. In the report which was made 
from the Edgcomb quarterly mecting, to the 
yearly meeting holden at Gorham, November 2d, 
it was stated, that sixty members were baptized 
in that quarter in one week, and that sinners were 


remarkably awakened, and the cause of God. 


built up. 
, ( To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Account of late Reformations and Revivals of 
Religion. 


[CONTINVED.]} 


ALL such persons as have experienced the 
benefit of a reformation in themselves, and have 
known the happy effects of having their con- 
sciences purged from dead works to seive the 
living God, will rejoice to see it, or hear of it in 
others, let their particular denomination be what 
itmay. ‘The religion of Jesus Christ is one, m 
all its subjects, ard they all feel themselves inter- 
ested in the same glorious cause. And although 
some such ones may be so bound by tradition, 
or a fear of offending their leaders, that they would 
not be willing to be scen in such a meeting, or 
even to have it known that they encourage the 
work, so much as to purchase a pamphlet that 
contains an account of it, yet they rejoice to hear 
of it, and feel to pray for its increase, and long for 
the time to come when all the separating walls shall 
be broken down, and the reformation become uni- 
versal, that they may experience the happy effects 
of it in their own society. In fact, it is often the 
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case, that such persons feel such inward anxiety 
for its promotion, that their love overbalances their 
fear, and they are determined at all hazards to join 
with the work, let their leaders say what they will. 
Light and truth are now spreading, and knowledge 
is increasing. The gospel jubilee trumpet sounds 
‘LIBERTY TO CAPTIVES!’ And the people be- 
gin to find out that they are at option to come out 
and leave their old masters, if they will; that there 
is no law in Heaven, nor in Aimerivs, to bind 
their consciences, with respect to religion, but 
every onc has a free right to worship God in that 
way which he believes will be most acceptable to 
him. And the call is, ‘‘ Come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, 
and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 
And there are many at this day, who are obeying 
the call, and enjoying the fulfilment of the promise. 
I am informed, in an account which I received 
of brother E. Place, of Rochester, (n.u.) that there 
has been a very glorious reformation, within two 
years past, in the vicinity where he lives, and ad- 
jacent; in Barrington and. Farmington, a large 
number have been hopefully converted, and be: 
tween forty and fifty have been baptized. He 
states, that in the time of this work, he attendeda 
meeting about every day for sixty days, and that 
the work was very marvellous. He says, “ I have 
known sixty-seven persons to speak in one of those 
meetings,’”’ 1. e. one of their general meetings. 
‘* Qld saints praising God, for what he had done 
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for them and their families ; young converts praia. 
ing God, and inviting others to taste and see that 
the Lord is good.”? He also states, that twenty- 
seven of those happy converts were baptized in 
one day, by Elder Ous and deacon Saunders. And 
says, that there has been a very great reformation 
in another part of Barrington, at a place called the 
Ridge—that the work was very powerful, ‘a large 
number converted, and a considerable number 
baptized by Elder Joseph Boody and others, who 
have been laboring in that part. 

The following is an extract of an. account sent 
to me from Elder Moses Cheney, dated at Sand- 
bornton, (N.H.) Feb. 21, 1812. 

‘Last July, I felt a remarkable impression on 
my mind to visit the brethren in this place, but 
did not perform the visit, until the last of August. 
And when I came, I found their minds very low. 
We appointed several Meetings, and there began 
to be a stir among the people, ‘The old hands be- 
gan to struggle for life, and as soon as they ob- 
tained it, they began to recommend it to others. 
And I think the third or fourth meeting was bless- 
ed to the conversion of three souls, who gave such 
an alarm to this place, that our meetings were im- 
mediately very much crowded with people to hear 
the word of the Lord. ‘The. meetings were car- 
ried on by preaching, exhortation, and prayers, 
to the conversion of many souls; but there seem- 
ed to be something that hindered the work from 
_ breaking out im that degree of power which I 
wanted to see, in which time I was almost discour- 
aged, and had thoughts of returning hame to New- 
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Durham. However, I concluded to have one 
meeting more, before I left the place, and accord- 
ingly sent on an appointment to a place about half 
a mile from the place where I then was, which I 


| have never had any reason to repent of, for the 


Lord came down with power and great glory ! 
The words which rested on my mind were 
these, ** God be merciful to me a sinner!’? And 
Ibelieve, that nearly all the assembly repeated the 
words after me, from their very hearts. Several 
young menand young women fell to the floor, and 
cried for mercy for the first time. I think I never. 
saw such a night in all my life—to hear the young 
people crying, ‘‘ God be merciful to mea sinner !” 
and to see their fathers and mothers down on their 
knees with them, crying and praying for them, 
saying, ‘*God have mercy on my _ children.”’ 
‘* Have mercy,’? was all the cry, through the 
whole house. This exercise continued all night, 
and at the break of day, two. young men and a 
young woman felt the Day sTaR arise in their 
hearts, and began to praise God for the first time. 
Many more wrestled like Jacob, and would not 
let the Saviour go, without a blessing, which they 
obtained, some in 'the night, some in the day, and 
some the next night; for the meeting continued 
through all that day, and all the next night, in 
which time about twenty souls were brought to 
praise the Lord on the banks of deliverance. 
This work continued about four or five weeks, 
in which time about fifty persons, old and young, 
professed that God had forgiven their sins : thirty 
of these have been baptized. Our number heres 
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who consider themselves belonging to this church 


of Christ, is rising of sixty, ‘and we think it is 
increasing. 


———p > ae 


Extract of a letter, sent to the Editor, from Elder 
Fohn Colby, dated at Montville, ( Me.) De- 
cember 14th, 1811; witha particular -account 


of the late glorious work of the Lord in that, 
and adjacent places. 


‘* Dear Brother, &c. 


*¢ After [left you at Portland, I went to Bruns- 
wick, and from thence to Wooiwich, and Squam- 
Island, and Edgcomb; and from thence to Belfast. 
I preached several times there, saw one converted, 
whom I baptized, and gave the Right Hand of 
Fellowship with four qthers, commending them to 


God and the word of his grace. I thence 
passed on to Knox, preached. several times, 
and saw a few hopefully converted. I there 
met with Elder Hamblin, and went with’ him 
eight or ten miles, to Washington and Jackson, 
where he had been preaching a few times, and a | 
reformation had lately begun. We attended a 
number of meetings in the course of two or “ere 
days, and saw the wonderful works of God, 

the conviction and conversion of poor sinners. 1 
baptized three in that place, and left them. © Elder 
Hamblin, I understand, has baptized about thirty 
since. I have found hard preaching in this coun- 
try for the most part, for it appears to me that the 
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dark cloud of Calvinism which arose in the west, 
has been driven by a mighty wind into these east- 
ern climes, and has settled down upon many of the 
people, like a thick fog.* Nevertheless, God 
has not left himself without a witness in this 
country.” 

Since writing the above, I have received a par- 
ticular account of his labors at Montville, in 
which he states, that after leaving the towns oi 
Washington and Jackson, he went to Montville, 
and on the first of December, attended a quarterly 
meeting in the town, and in that meeting a large 
number were powerfully convicted. The work 
broke out on the 5th day of the same month, ina 
very extraordinary manner, and has since that 
time spread over a great part of the town. The 
work carried such an incontestable evidence of its 
being the work of God, that it bore down all op- . 
position. Many persons of the first rank and’ 
character in the town have been convinced of its 
reality, and become its happy subjects. Many 
promising young men and blooming maidens, have 
followed their example, being willing to forsake all 
for Christ. In the course of this reformation it is 
hoped that about one hundred and twenty-five or 
thirty persons have been converted. 

On the 26th of December, he baptized eight ; 
on the 2d January, ten; on the 8th, ten more; on 
the 14th, nine; on the 14th, ten; on the 28th, 


~4 
* The Sun of Righteousness shines with such reiulgency, that 
the fog is very much dispelled. 1 don’t think that there is half so 
much of it in that country, as there was twenty years ago 


S 
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sixteen. On the 5th February he baptized six | 
onthe 7th, seven; on the 12th, four; and on the 
15th, eight. The whole number being eighty. 
eight. 

He also baptized six more at Palermo, on other 
days. A church was embodied at Montville, on 
kebruary 13th, consisting of the above enumerated 
converts, in common with a goodly number of old 
brethren and sisters, who were before living in 
that town and its vicinity. Elder Colby also 
states, that the work was still spreading, and that 
before he left the town, Elder M‘Farland had 
baptized six, and had another meeting appointed 
for baptism. He says love and harmony were pre- 
vailing among them, and they were sweetly en- 
gaged in praising the glorious Redeemer, and that 
the people in those parts treated him with great 
decency and kindness. 

A church was embedied in Palermo, on the 
14th of February, consisting of sixteen members, 
and an appearance ofa glorious work there. The 
whole number baptized by Elder Colby, from 
the first of February, 1811, to the first of Febru- 
ary, 1812, is 300. 
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the inl of a letter from Elder Zachariah Leach, 


aty. to the Editor, dated at Raymond, ( Me. ) March 
18, 1812. 

her 

on 

ted « Dearly beloved Brother in the precious Jesus, 

old ‘“‘ | write to inform you that I had an agreeable 

‘in journey through the Sandy River country. I at- 

Iso tended quarterly meeting with the brethren there, 

lat on Saturday and Lord’s day ; and on Monday fol- 

ad lowing, I attended their Elders’ conference. The 

ed excessive cold rendered the quarterly mecting 

C- somewhat uncomfortable to our bodies, yet we | 

salt had a good season to our souls. I feela satisfac- 

at tion in relating to you, that the Elders in that quar- | 

at ter become more and more united, and more sub- | 
missive to each other, and more confirmed in the | 

e belief of the necessity of their standing together 

sy in fellowship. Their conference meetings, I per- ) 

. ceive, become more harmonious every year, and i 

. the last I find the sweetest ; for in it there was no | 

contention or discord, they all appeared to be de- 


termined to stand fast. The churches are in union, 
62xcept in a very few places) and they have had 
considerable additions of late.” 

Within a few months past, a very glorious ref- 
ormation began “1 Middleton, (N.H.) and it has 
spread in a wonderful manner; a large number 
have been hopefully converted, and I understand 
that it is still increasing and spreading. I under- 
stood that this reformation began by the instru- 
mentality of a young man, who was trading, i. e. 
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retailing goods, ata place they call the Corner, 
The people at this Corner have been favored with 
gospel privileges, but it has been too much the 
case with them, as is frequently the case at such 
corners, viz. they paid but little attention to the 
things of religion, and were much given to vanity 
and profaneness, and appeared to be fast ripening 
for destruction—while many of the old saints, like 
ABRAHAM, had been interceding to God, with 
tears in their eyes, that they might be spared— 
‘This young trader, like the merchantman we read 
of, ‘found the Peart of great price,’ and 
‘went and sold all that he had and bought it.” 
This contract, I understood, was made over night, 
unknown to any of the people, saving those of his 
household, and a few iriends of the Lord Jesus ; 
but when the morning was com», he began to blaze 
abroad the matter, and instead of being in his shop, 
trading with the people, he went from house to 
house, preaching to the people, telling them what 
the Lord had done for his soul, and warning them 
to repent of their sins,“and ‘‘ fly from the wrath to 
come.”? ‘This unexpected preacher and preach- 
ing, took a very great effect on the minds of many 
of the people. Sinners were seen crying to Ged 
for mercy, and the saints were praying for them, 
and rejoicing in the glorious work. Meetings 
were attended day and night, and were crowded 
with people to hear the word of the Lord. The 
subjects of the work are men and women of ripe 
age; young men and young women, and little 
boys and girls. And out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings, God has perfected praise. ‘The 
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last account I had was, that the work was daily 
increasing and spreading. 

I am informed by a brother who has lately vis- 
ited the town of Wells, that there has been about 
thirty persons hopefully converted in that place, . 
since last September, and the prospect is still very 
encouraging. Among those converts, there are a 
number of small children. one of whom is only 
SIX s and a half old. These little children 
app be marvellously assisted in the time of 
their devotion, both in prayer and exhortation. 

Some persons imagine that little children, 1. e. 
children of eight, nine or ten years of age, know 
nothing about religion, only what they get by rote, 
or learn by hearing others—wh ereas, I believe it 
is often the case, that such little ones have more 
light, and more understanding in the things of re- 
ligion, and a greater sense of death, judgment and 
eternity, than thousands of those who have arrived - 
to adult age. 





The following are the last and dying words of 
CaTHARINE REDMAN, (daughter of Captain 
Tristram Repman, of Saco) who died A: 
gust 27th, 1811, being only ten years old. 


This beautiful child, as she was dying, .cried 
out, saying, ‘+ Save, Lord, Lord huve mercy | 
Spare, Lord !?? She then said, ** Oeternity | O 


eterniiy !?? She then asked her pares ) 
would go with her, who answergd and said, 
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*¢ ‘Where are you going?” She said, ‘I am go. 
ing home to glory ! to Jesus!” And turning to her 
little brother and sister, she took them by their 
hands, bid them farewell, and said, ‘‘ I hope to 
meet you both in heaven.” She then took her 
leave of her parents in the same manner, and said 
to them, ‘fl hope I shall meet you bothi in heaven, 
washed in the atoning blood of Christ,”? and then 


addressed them in these words: ‘* A t turn 
g hrist 





out against the fioly scriptures, anda 
and his ways, never shall see God.” 

She then lifted her hands towards heaven and 
said, ‘*O that beautiful child! That beautiful 
child ! Hand him here, hand him here.”? They 
then asked her if she saw any thing. ‘ Yes 
said she, ** Isee Christ.” Then taking her hearie 
of the neighbors, she bade them farewell, and de. 
sired every person to leave the room a few min: 
utes, which was done; but, her mother thought 
she might want something, and went in® She 
said, ** Ma’am, you have come too sogn} go back 
a few minutes, when I want you I will call aloud 
for you.”? As she expired, she uttered these 
words, ‘* Lord, carry me kome, Lord, carry me 
home.’? 

The dying testimony of this little child, 
worthy of the regard of every rational creature, 
viz. ** Thatall who turn out against the hely scrip. 
tures, and against Christ and his ways, never 
shall see God.” Curist, is the only name under 
heaven given among men, whereby they can pos- 
sibly be saved. The holy scriptures is the only 
book which is able to make them wise unto salya- 
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tion, through faith in Christ. His ways are the 
only ways of pleasaniness, and his paths are the 
only paths of peace. This child was, in the 
hour of death, so ravished with his beauty, and 
transported with his charms, that she even wished 
the absence of her fond parents, her brother and 
sister, and all the world, that she might enjoy his 
presence alone, while she passed through the 
gloomy vale. [This was supernatural. ] 
¢ 


———m CD @aa—_- 


May every one who reads or hears this narrative sublime, 
Like little Catharine, repent, believe, and seek the Lord 
in time, 
That when grim pBatH shall come to clasp them in his 
arms, 
They may like her, be ravish’d with a Saviour’s charms, 
When little children once, were tothe Saviour brought, 
His blessing to receive, he said, “ Forbid them not 
“Lo come to me,” my blessing shall to them be ‘given, 
For. such as these are all the blood-wash’d hosts of heaven. 
He Yogk them up into his arms, and with his hands he 
~ bless’d 
Those beauteous babes, while clasping them unto his 
lovely breast: 
So Jittle Catharine, ravish’d with her Nawal charms, 
Wish’d to be carry’d home to glory, in her Jesus’ arms 


(To be continued.) 
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Yearly Meeting. 


I attended a yearly meeting holden at Strafford, 
state of Vermont, which began on the first day of 
February last, and continued three days. ‘The 
first day we attended to business, and after suit- 
able supplication to God for direction and assist- 
ance, and many powerful exhortations to trust in 
the Lord and do good—we organized for busi- 
ness, 1n our usual manner, and received some very 
refreshing reports from the various parts of the 
Community. There were labors and trials in a 
number of places, but in general,love and har- 
mony were prevailing, and a considerable addition 
to many of the churches. On the second day, 
which was the Sabbath, we attended to worship ; 
about a thousand or twelve hundred people attend- 
ed, and behaved with remarkable decency and 
candor. A sermon was delivered in the morning, 
from Psal. Ixviii. 11, 12, ** The Lord gave the 
word; great was the company of those that pub- 
lished. it. Kings of armies did flee apace; and 
she that tarried at home divided the spoil.”?” And 
in the afternoon a discourse from Mark. 15, 
** The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent ye and believe the gospel.’’ 
The scene was solemn and instructing. In the 
evening we attended an ['lders’ ¢ onference, found 
love and harmony prevailing among the Elders 
present, and a good resolution to continue stead- 
fast in the work of the Lord. On the third day 
attended again to worship ; a sermon was delivered 
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from Isaiah ix. 16, ** Wonderful Counsellor,” 
and the attention of the people appeared to be re- 
markably called up, to hear the counscl of this 
Wonderful Counsellor, and many appeared to be - 
resolved to try to obey it. 


The general form of Certificates, given to the 
teaching Elders, is as follows : 


‘¢ THIS certifieth, that J. B. of the town of N. 
in the county of S. and state of N. H. being a 
regular member of the Church of Christ, com- 
monly known by the name of New- BDerhain 


Church ; also, a member of the Community -in- 


general, commonly termed General Provision, or 
Free Will Baptist, was regularly and publicly 
ordained, by the laying on of the hands of the 
Presbytery, on this twenty-first day of October, 

A.D. 1799, and thereby authorized to preach the 
Gospel, and administer its ordinances at large, 
any where God, in his providence, may call him. 
Witnessed by the sat ee performed the or- 
dination. 
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[In absence of the Editor, and wanting a sufficiency of Copy to 
eomplete this Number, the following Extract of a Poem, writ. 
ten, not long since, by another hand, was introduced by the Print. 
er, under a presumption that it might not be inconsistent with 


the sentiment and design of the Work, nor inapplicable to the 
feelings of the Christian Reader. ] 


THE EXTRACT. 


THE glorious day, by prophets long foretold, 

Of the Messiah’s reign, we now behold ; 

With beams refulgent shines his glory forth, 

From land to sea—east, westward, south and north, 
Beth-lehem Ephratah! though thou little be 

*Mong Judah’s thousands, forth shall come of thee 

The promis’d Saviour, Judge of Israel, meek, 

Born to be scourg’d, and smitten on the cheek. 

Amid the reign of darkness and distress, 

Of superstitions gross and numberless, 

Here rose the glorious Sun of RicHTEOUSNESS. 

In God’s own time, on this illustrious morn, 

The Virgin’s Son, the Prince of Peace is born: 

The Stone of Israel, Shepherd, Shiloh comes ! 

The Rose of Sharon blows! thé Lily blooms! 

Glory to God on high, good wiil on earth, 

Angels proclaim at the Redé@emer’s birth. 

Such light and glory doth this Suw display 

In the commencement of the gospel day, 

That all the lights which men before had seen, 

Became eclips’d and overpower’d by him. 

In consequence of this superior light, 

Which could not fail to show men what was right, 

Those must enhance their guilt and condemnation, 

Who dare neglect, in Christ, so great salvation. 
When by his holy life and cruel death, 

He is prepar’d to leave the sons of earth, 

With his Apostles he-entrusts his cause, 

Bids them to travel, and proclaim his laws ; 

The standard here defend which he’d unfurl’d, 

But said his kingdom was not of this world. 
The gracious proclamation was to ALL, 

Who felt the burden of their,sin and thrall, 

And none but sinners Jesus came to call. 

Thus Satan’s kingdom totter’d to its basej® 

While they declar’d salvation was by grace ; 

And m-n’s commands and systems suffer’d loss, 

And fell before the doctrine of the cross. 
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If any one a different gospel bring, 
Then let acurse, says Paul, remain on him. * 
The servants of the prince of darkness fight, 
Resist the truth, and children of the light ; 
But still the power whose standard here they wield, 
Rages in vain, and strives to win the field. 
Who falls on Christ, the Rock, receives a wound, 
On whom Jt falls, to powder he’ll be ground. 

E’er sinee that day, the great Redeemer’s cause, 
(Which resteth not on aid of human laws) 
Shines more and more resplendent, as it stands 
By its own strength, unmarr’d by human hands. 
So shall the world on Zion’s beauty gaze, 
As more refin’d, she shines in heavenly rays, 
Divested of ail vestiges of earth, 
And thus announce to all, her heavenly birth. 

Who can behold the day in which we live, 
And feel no spark of his “‘ dead hope revive,” 
When such a “ shaking” all the valley fills, 
And God, in copious showers, his grace distils ? 
God’s Heralds cry aloud the world around, 
And give the gospel trump a certain sound ; 
Sinners obey the tidings and confess 
Their wicked deeds—own Christ their Righteousness 
While many thus are aeene to and fro, 
Knowledge is much increas’d, and pride brought low. 
Priest-craft, and State-religion, and men’s works, 
Unable to sustain the powerful shocks, 
Fall prostrate at the preaching of the word, 
As Dagon fell before the Ark of God, 
Error and superstition flee away, 
Like mists of night before the rising day ; 
While high and noble, crown’d and reverend heads, 
The tremor feel, as gospel truth proceeds. 
Christ’s kingdom ultimately will prevail, 
And every weapon form’d against it fail. 
The gospel which Christ Jesus preach’d to men, 
Is now receiv’d by ali who learn of him. 
The pocrainr which the Apostles did proclaim, 
Unto God's glory, is Yea and Ammen : 
Not Yea and Nay, as many vainly “ hold,” 
And yet pretend the mystery to unfold. 
Straight is the line which gospel preachers trace, 
Nor may they swerve, to suit case, teme, and place, 
As in compliance with unfriendly grourd, 
Where rugged heights and dangerous bogs abound, 
Oft devious paths, and crooked ways are found. 


——— 


